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Today, we live in a world where the number of 
people forcibly displaced across the world has 
reached more than 65 million people. This is 
a global crisis of truly staggering proportions.  
As a result, governments and communities 
worldwide struggle to provide effective 
solutions for the unprecedented numbers of 
people fleeing war, instability or persecution. 

But as the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
António Guterres has said “We are witnessing 
a paradigm change, an unchecked slide into 
an era in which the scale of global forced 
displacement as well as the response required 
is now clearly dwarfing anything seen before.”

That paradigm shift is one involving 
globalisation and the communications 
revolution as deeply entwined with 21st 
century enforced migrations. There is, of course, 
nothing new about enforced migration. Yet 
the difference is that we live in a time now of 
instantaneous communications, where new 
information technologies and globalisation 
mean that we need to create new social and 
political responses that can better respond to 
these challenges. 

The research we conduct at the Hawke EU 
Centre for Mobilities, Migrations and Cultural 
Transformations (Hawke EU Centre) at the 
University of South Australia highlights that 
the digital revolution has an uprooting effect 
for almost everyone, and this is especially 
evident in the transformed landscape of 
enforced migration. Many of the migrants 
fleeing from Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan into 
Europe used smart phones to navigate their 
way, to send texts to other family members en 
route, and even check on how the authorities 
in different EU countries were responding to 
the crisis. This clearly shows that migration is 
no longer a regional issue, but is global and 
thoroughly mediated by the digital revolution. 

The combined forces of globalisation and 
the digital revolution might also spell further 
problems for multiculturalism. The idea of 
multiculturalism took root before globalisation 
reached the levels of extensity it has attained 
today.  Proponents of multiculturalism tend 
to assume that ethnic cultures have clear-cut 
boundaries, and are unchanging over time, 
but this is no longer so in a world of super 
diversity. 

Global Tipping Points and the Role of 
Research: European Union and Asia-Pacific 
Migration Summit 2016 is hosted by the Hawke 
EU Centre at the University of South Australia.  
The Summit is a catalyst for collaboration 
between politicians, policy analysts, public 
intellectuals, academics, public servants, 
civic activists, and representatives of migrant 
and asylum communities seeking the 
most effective social, cultural and political 
responses to the asylum debate.  The Summit 
also features dynamic and interactive sessions, 
such as various Roundtable sessions. 

Identifying the global challenges involved 
here is at the core of the work of the Hawke 
EU Centre for Mobilities, Migrations and 
Cultural Transformations at UniSA, and we do 
this through cultural outreach programmes 
and EU-focused research, including projects 
designed to build understanding about the 
intersections of freely chosen mobilities 
(travel, transport and tourism) and enforced 
migration (refugees and asylum seekers). 

As a joint venture between UniSA and the 
European Commission the Hawke EU Centre 
is contributing to the narrative framework on 
the issue of migration, developing concepts 
and bringing to light fresh ideas, through 
workshops and conferences, to create a 
repository of EU expertise in migration, 
diasporas, refugees and reconciliation. 

I am delighted that the Hawke EU Centre is 
hosting this important Summit.  On behalf 
of the Hawke EU Centre, we are pleased to 
welcome you to this Summit. My hope is that 
the Summit will engage you in creating bold 
ideas with an exceptionally diverse group of 
key thinkers, advocates and citizens. 

Professor Anthony Elliott   
Dean of External Engagement  
Executive Director, Hawke EU Centre

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S 
WELCOME



PROGRAM
DAY 1 – TUESDAY 1 NOVEMBER 2016

9.00AM – 9.30AM   REGISTRATION 
  Bradley Forum        
  Level 5, Hawke Building        
  City West Campus

9.30AM – 9.35AM  WELCOME ADDRESS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
  Mr Nigel Relph
  Deputy Vice Chancellor: External Relations and Strategic Projects, 
  University of South Australia

9.35AM – 9.45AM  INTRODUCTION
  Professor Anthony Elliott
  Dean of External Engagement and Executive Director,     
  Hawke EU Centre, University of South Australia 

9.45AM – 10.30AM  KEYNOTE ADDRESS 1
  ‘We Refugees’: Hardening and Softening of Borders of Everyday Life
  Professor Alison Phipps, University of Glasgow  
  Chair - Professor Susan Luckman

10.30AM – 10.50AM  AUDIENCE Q&A

10.50AM – 11.20AM  MORNING TEA 

11.20AM – 12.35PM  ROUNDTABLE 1
  The Role of Research in Anticipating the Global Migration Crisis  
  Panellists
  Professor Pal Ahluwalia, University of Portsmouth
  Dr Melanie Baak, University of South Australia
  Professor Loretta Baldassar, University of Western Australia
  Dr John Cash, University of Melbourne
  Dr Kate McMillan, Victoria University of Wellington  
  Chair - Professor Anthony Elliott 

12.35PM - 1.35PM  LUNCH

1.35PM – 2.20PM  KEYNOTE ADDRESS 2
  Breaking the Policy Deadlock: Investigating Rights-based Responses to Flight by Sea
  Emeritus Professor Gillian Triggs, Australian Human Rights Commission  
  Chair - Professor Anthony Elliott

2.20PM – 2.40PM  AUDIENCE Q&A

2.40PM – 3.10PM  AFTERNOON TEA
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3.10PM – 4.25PM   ROUNDTABLE 2
  Multi-Dimensional Approaches to Asylum-Seeker and Refugee Integration    
  Panellists
   Dr Jeff Crisp, University of Oxford
  Associate Professor Farida Fozdar, University of Western Australia
  Baroness Janet Royall of Blaisdon, House of Lords, UK Parliament
  Mr Jason Russo, Department of Immigration and Border Protection
  Professor Gillian Triggs, President, Human Rights Commission  
  Chair - Professor Susan Luckman

4.30PM  CLOSE 

DAY 2 – WEDNESDAY 2 NOVEMBER 2016

8.30AM – 9.00AM  REGISTRATION
  Bradley Forum, Level 5,        
  Hawke Building, City West Campus

9.00AM – 9.45AM  KEYNOTE ADDRESS 3
  Crisis? What crisis? Refugees, Asylum and Migration in Global Perspective
  Dr Jeff Crisp, University of Oxford  
  Chair - Dr David Radford

9.45AM – 10.05AM  AUDIENCE Q&A

10.05AM – 10.45AM  MORNING TEA

10.45AM – 12.00PM  ROUNDTABLE 3
  Research for Evidence Based Policy on New Migrations  
  Panellists 
  Professor Mary Crock, University of Sydney
  Professor Klauss Neumann, Swinburne University of Technology
  Professor Alison Phipps, University of Glasgow
  Dr David Radford, University of South Australia
  Ms Carla Wilshire, Migration Council Australia  
  Chair - Professor Susan Luckman

12.00PM – 12.45PM  KEYNOTE ADDRESS 4
  Bearing Witness: Forced Migration in the Age of Globalisation
  Professor Pal Ahluwalia, University of Portsmouth  
  Chair - Professor Anthony Elliott

12.45PM – 1.05PM  AUDIENCE Q&A

1.05PM – 1.15PM  SUMMARY & CLOSING REMARKS
  Professor Anthony Elliott
  Dean of External Engagement and Executive Director,     
  Hawke EU Centre, University of South Australia
 



ABSTRACTS
‘WE REFUGEES’: HARDENING AND 
SOFTENING OF BORDERS OF EVERYDAY LIFE

PROFESSOR ALISON PHIPPS

We have been here before. Refugees have come and 
asked for sanctuary before. We have found beds, rooms, 
work, a place for making a home, a livelihood and we have 
kneaded the aesthetics of new relationships into food, 
families, facts and fun, together. Here we find an offer of 
hospitality.

We have been here before. We have closed the doors, built 
higher walls, split families up and spit out their members 
across continents as a punishment for being alive in the 
wrong place at the wrong time. Here we find at best condi-
tional hospitality.

“It is as though the laws (plural) of hospitality, in marking 
limits, power rights, and duties, consisted in challenging 
and transgressing the law of hospitality, the one that 
would command that the ‘new arrival’ be offered an un-
conditional welcome.” Derrida 2000, 77

And we have been here before. In the uneasy, hesitant, shy 
and awkward approaches to people we do not yet know 
and in places we do not call home. We have marked limits, 
we have been challenged and we have transgressed.
Whilst data and evidence, statistics and measures domi-
nate the mapping of the policy landscape it is to the arts 
and humanities traditions of affect, poetry and thought 
that I shall turn to consider how it is, once again, in this 
time and place, that we might consider, anew, a sharing 
of the world. Drawing on the work of the AHRC Translating 
Cultures Large Grant: researching Multilingually at the Bor-
ders of the body, language, law and the state I shall share 
the forms of creation and decreation which accompany 
any serious consideration of or action towards hospitality. 
In so doing I shall reflect on the bordering processes with-
in the academy and use poetry to mark some of the limits 
to our hospitalities.

BREAKING THE POLICY DEADLOCK: INVESTIGATING 
RIGHTS-BASED RESPONSES TO FLIGHT BY SEA

EMERITUS PROFESSOR GILLIAN TRIGGS

This presentation will focus on the findings of recent 
research by the Australian Human Rights Commission 
focusing on rights-based policy responses to the flight 
of asylum seekers by sea. With Australia’s current policy 
of third country processing having reached an impasse, 
the Commission’s research sought to identify options for 
responding to flight by sea in manner which is consistent 
with Australia’s international human rights obligations. The 
research report outlines a range of options for creating 
and enhancing pathways to durable protection for people 
fleeing persecution. It is hoped that the research will help 
to stimulate and inform public discussion about alterna-
tives to Australia’s current policy approach. 
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CRISIS? WHAT CRISIS? REFUGEES, ASYLUM 
AND MIGRATION IN GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE

DR JEFF CRISP

For more than a year, the media headlines and the 
speeches of politicians around the world have been 
dominated by references to a “global refugee and migra-
tion crisis” This presentation will interrogate that notion, 
seeking to answer a series of questions about the current 
situation of refugees and migrants and the international 
community’s response to it. To what extent is “crisis” an 
appropriate way of describing that situation? What are 
the key trends and developments that have prompted 
so many commentators, including academics, to make 
use of that concept? How effective has the international 
community been in responding to those trends and devel-
opments? What conclusions can be drawn from the recent 
UN Refugee and Migration Summit held in New York? And 
what is Australia’s role in this global scenario?

BEARING WITNESS: FORCED MIGRATION 
IN THE AGE OF GLOBALISATION

PROFESSOR PAL AHUWALIA

On 23 June 2016, a hard fought campaign for the future of 
the UK’s membership of the European Union culminated 
in the decision to leave following a referendum.  This was 
a momentous, albeit close decision, where 52 percent 
of the voting population determined the fate of all UK 
citizens.  Although the UK has not formally moved to 
exit the EU, the ramifications of the decision have been 
widespread.  It has cost the former Prime Minister David 
Cameron his job, and a new PM, Theresa May, and cabinet 
has been chosen, with those wishing to leave amply 
rewarded.  The UK economy has suffered, as predicted by 
the Treasury, and the currency markets have reacted with 
the pound being at its weakest in over thirty years. How-
ever, it is not only the economy and UK politics that have 
been radically altered. 

A referendum that ultimately became bogged down over 
the issue of migration and refugees, as well as the inability 
to control one’s borders, challenged the very assertion 
that ever-increasingly we now live in an integrated, con-
nected and interdependent world.   The ‘leave decision’ 
has also resulted in an unprecedented 42 percent increase 
in race motivated attacks across the country and seemed 
to be the licence to return to the racism of the 1970s.   
We now need to consider the implications of Brexit, for 
globalisation and the very idea of the free movement of 
goods and people.  It may take nearly a decade for the 
UK to leave the EU, as the process of disentanglement 
takes places.  Nevertheless, the idea of Europe, which was 
vital to its stability and prosperity, is itself shaken.  Brexit 
seems, on the face of it, a regression and a triumph of 
nationalism over any sense of European, regional or global 
integration.  This key note will focus on the issues of 
forced migration that was the subject of the recent United 
Nations high-level plenary meeting on large movements 
of refugees and migrants. 



KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
PROFESSOR PAL AHLUWALIA

Professor Pal Ahluwalia is Pro Vice-Chancellor Research and Innovation at the University of Portsmouth. He 
is responsible for promoting a strong research and innovation culture across the University with continuous 
improvement in the volume, quality and impact of the University’s research and enterprise outputs and 
partnerships. Pal was previously Pro Vice-Chancellor and Vice President of Education Arts and Social Sciences at 
the University of South Australia. His main research interests lie in the areas of African studies, social and cultural 
theory. He previously held professorial roles at University of California, and Goldsmiths College, University of 
London, where he was also the Director of the Centre for Post-Colonial Studies.

DR JEFF CRISP

Dr Jeff Crisp is a Research Associate at the Refugee Study Centre at Oxford University. He has held senior positions 
with UNHCR (Head of Policy Development and Evaluation), Refugees International (Senior Director for Policy 
and Advocacy) and the Global Commission on International Migration (Director of Policy and Research). He has 
also worked for the Independent Commission on International Humanitarian Issues, the British Refugee Council 
and Coventry University. Jeff has first-hand experience of humanitarian operations throughout the world and 
has published and lectured widely on refugee and migration issues. He has a Masters Degree and PhD in African 
Studies from the University of Birmingham. He is currently an Associate Fellow in International Law at Chatham 
House.

PROFESSOR ALISON PHIPPS

Professor Alison Phipps is Professor of Languages and Intercultural Studies, and Co-Convener of Glasgow 
Refugee, Asylum and Migration Network (GRAMNET). In 2012 she received an OBE for Services to Education and 
Intercultural and Interreligious Relations in the Queen’s Birthday Honours. She is a Fellow of the Royal Society 
of Edinburgh.  She has undertaken work in Palestine, Sudan, Aotearoa New Zealand, Australia, Germany, France, 
USA, Portugal and Ghana. She has produced and directed theatre and worked as creative liturgist with the World 
Council of Churches from 2008-2011 for the International Ecumenical Peace Convocation. She regularly advises 
public, governmental and third sector bodies on migration and languages policy. 

EMERITUS PROFESSOR GILLIAN TRIGGS

Emeritus Professor Gillian Triggs is the President of the Australian Human Rights Commission, with a five year 
appointment. She was Dean of the Faculty of Law and Challis Professor of International Law at the University of 
Sydney from 2007-12 and Director of the British Institute of International and Comparative Law from 2005-7. She is 
a former Barrister and a Governor of the College of Law. Her focus at the Commission is on the implementation in 
Australian law of the human rights treaties to which Australia is a party, and to work with nations in the Asia Pacific 
region on practical approaches to human rights. 
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PARTICIPANTS
DR HEATHER ANDERSON

Heather Anderson is a Journalism Lecturer at the University of South Australia in Adelaide. She has been a 
community radio practitioner for nearly 25 years and specialises in radio production with marginalised groups 
to explore voice, empowerment and alternative means of enacting one’s citizenship. Heather has recently 
collaborated in action research projects with both young people of refugee experience and formerly-imprisoned 
women to produce media content. She published her first book, Raising the Civil Dead: Prisoners and Community 
Radio, in 2012 through Peter Lang. 

DR MELANIE BAAK

Melanie Baak is the convenor of the UniSA Refugee and Migration Research Network. Her research expertise and 
experience focuses on the varied experiences of people from refugee and asylum seeker backgrounds. Across 
a number of research project she has collaborated with several refugee background communities recently 
resettled in Australia including South Sudanese, Bhutanese, Burmese and Congolese to explore themes including; 
belonging, schooling and education, employment, identity, home, place, transition, family, gender and sexual 
violence.  Since completing her PhD she has been employed in research and teaching positions at the University 
of South Australia, University of Western Australia and Flinders University.

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR LORETTA BALDASSAR 

Loretta Baldassar is Discipline Chair of Anthropology and Sociology at The University of Western Australia and 
Adjunct Principal Research Fellow at Monash University. Loretta has published extensively on transnational 
mobility, with a focus on families, ageing, the second generation, and students. Her most recent books include, 
Transnational Families, Migration and the Circulation of Care: understanding mobility and absence in family life 
(with Merla, Routledge, 2014) and Chinese Migration to Europe: Prato, Italy and Beyond (with Johanson, McAuliffe 
& Bressan, Palgrave, 2015). Baldassar is a Board Member of the ISA Migration Research Committee and a regional 
editor for the journal Global Networks. She leads a current ARC project on Ageing and New Media (with Raelene 
Wilding, La Trobe).

DR JOHN CASH

John Cash is a Fellow at the University of Melbourne where, formerly, he was Deputy Director of the Ashworth 
Centre for Social Theory. His doctorate is in Political Science from Yale University and his research focuses on 
psychoanalytic social and political theory and analysis, including the conflict in Northern Ireland. Other research 
has focused on ambivalent sociality, “Footy Passions”, International Relations theory and psychoanalysis; 
Milgram’s obedience to authority study; and emotional inequality. He has been a visiting professor at University of 
California-Irvine and Université Panthéon-Assas – Paris 2 – Sorbonne and is an editor of Postcolonial Studies and 
co-editor of Political Psychology.



PROFESSOR MARY CROCK

Mary Crock is Professor of Public Law at the Faculty of Law, University of Sydney.  An Accredited Specialist in 
Immigration Law, she has been Chief examiner/ Head Assessor in various Specialist Accreditation programs in 
Immigration Law across Australia since 1994. She has been listed in the peer-appointed publication Best Lawyers 
in Australia in Immigration Law every year since 2008.  With broad interests in human rights, she has served in 
executive positions for the Law Council of Australia and the Refugee Council of Australia; and worked as adviser 
to the Australian Senate (Inquiry into Australia’s Refugee and Humanitarian Program, 2000) and as consultant to 
the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission (on immigration detention). Professor Crock has written 
extensively on issues related to immigration and refugee law.

MR MICHAEL DE WAAL

Michael de Waal is a policy adviser based in Sydney. He is the current Adviser to Australia’s Race Discrimination 
Commissioner, Dr Tim Soutphommasane. He was previously a policy adviser to Dr Mehreen Faruqi MLC, 
Australia’s first Muslim woman member of parliament. Michael’s main policy interests include race relations, 
multiculturalism, and immigration. He holds degrees in law and politics from the University of Sydney. 

PROFESSOR ANTHONY ELLIOTT 

Anthony Elliott is Dean of External Engagement at the University of South Australia, where he is Research 
Professor of Sociology and Executive Director of the Hawke EU Centre. He is Global Professor (Visiting) of 
Sociology at Keio University, Japan and Visiting Professor of Sociology at University College Dublin, Ireland. 
Internationally acclaimed for his research on identity studies, he has developed an original account of how 
globalisation and the mobility revolution are transforming the contemporary world. He is the author and editor 
of some 40 books – which have been translated or are forthcoming in 17 languages. His most recent book is 
Identity Troubles (Routledge, 2016).

MR LOUIS EVERUSS

Louis Everuss is a PhD Candidate in the School of Psychology, Social Work and Social Policy at the University of 
South Australia. His research analyses the representation of asylum seekers arriving by boat in Australia’s media 
discourse. His work has recently been published or accepted for publication in Media International Australia and 
the Blackwell Encyclopedia of Sociology. In 2013, he co-authored a report for the Australian National Asylum 
Summit, which was funded by the Academy of Social Sciences in Australia and the UNESCO chair in Transnational 
Diasporas and Reconciliation Studies.
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ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR FARIDA FOZDAR

Farida Fozdar is Associate Professor in Anthropology and Sociology at The University of Western Australia. Her 
research focuses on race relations and migrant settlement, racism, citizenship, nationalism, post nationalism and 
cosmopolitanism, and issues to do with refugees and asylum seekers. She has published widely including three 
books, 15 book chapters and over 50 journal articles, as well as authoring reports from research consultancies. 

DR PETER GALE

Peter Gale is Postgraduate Program Director in the School of Communication, International Studies and 
Languages at the University of South Australia. Dr Gale has been teaching and researching in Australian Studies, 
on a wide range of topics, including reconciliation, immigration, multiculturalism, asylum seeker policy, racism, 
Australian politics, and the media racism. He has over 50 publications in many journals and edited books, 
including his first book on The Politics of Fear, published in 2005 and his recent book Sister Mary Theodore and 
the Story of Mithra, published in 2014. Dr Gale is also involved in international development projects through 
Australind Childrens Fund and as President of Australind since 1998.

DR KALPANA GOEL

Kalpana Goel (PhD) is a lecturer in the School of Psychology, Social Work and Social Policy at the University of 
South Australia. Her research areas include community development, migration, gender issues and aging. She has 
completed various research projects that include ‘developing effective feedback strategies in higher education’, 
‘settlement of immigrants in rural and regional area’, ‘immigrant workers in aged care industry’ and ‘self- care 
mental health practices of immigrants’ settled in regional area’ . She is member of Refugee and Migration 
Research Network, Centre for Rural Health and Community Development, Indian Association of Psychiatric Social 
Workers and National Association of Professional Social Workers, India.  

EMERITUS PROFESSOR RIAZ HASSAN

Riaz Hassan AM is Director of the University of South Australia’s International Centre for Muslim and non-Muslim 
Understanding. Professor Hassan is a leading sociologist and acclaimed author and expert in Islam and society. 
He is visiting Research Professor at the Institute of South Asian Studies at Singapore’s National University and an 
Emeritus Professor of Sociology at Flinders University. His research career in sociology Islam and Muslim societies, 
the sociology of housing and of suicide and suicide terrorism spans 40 years. In Australia he has received some of 
the highest honors in the academic community including being made a Fellow of the
 Academy of Social Sciences and awarded a member of the Order of
 Australia.



ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR ROBERT HATTAM

Robert Hattam is an Associate Professor in the School of Education, Associate Head of School: Research, Director 
of the Centre for Research in Education and leader of the Pedagogies for Justice Research Group at the University 
of South Australia. His research focuses on teachers’ work, educational leadership, critical and reconciliation 
pedagogies, refugees, and school reform. His research program includes: school based studies that engage 
with teachers as they attempt to redesign pedagogical practices in response to their own existential classroom 
challenges and provocations for more justice; cultural studies in hopeful sites of public pedagogy of new social 
movements and especially socially-engaged Buddhism and ‘reconciliation’ broadly defined; and philosophical 
investigations into friendship, forgiveness, hospitality and conviviality. 

MS HEIDI  HETZ

Heidi Hetz is a PhD Candidate in Sociology at the Hawke Research Institute at the University of South Australia. 
Her PhD project, entitled ‘A Comparative Analysis of the Narratives of Cambodian Refugees and Hazara Afghan 
Asylum Seekers in Australia’, looks at the impact of the Australian asylum seeker debate upon individual refugees 
and asylum seekers, particularly in regards to their storytelling and upon their identity, memory and belonging. In 
addition to her PhD, Heidi has experience as a research assistant and tutor in Foundation Studies at UniSA College. 
Prior to her PhD, Heidi worked and volunteered for ARA Jobs and the Australian Refugee Association for several 
years.

DR CLAIRE HIGGINS

Claire Higgins is a Research Associate at the Andrew and Renata Kaldor Centre for International Refugee Law. 
Claire completed doctoral study in History as a Clarendon Scholar at Merton College, the University of Oxford, 
and she is currently writing a book on the development of Australian refugee policy from the mid 1970s to mid 
1990s. At the Kaldor Centre Claire’s research concerns refugee status determination in historical context, and 
mechanisms for processing protection claims within countries of origin.  Claire was recently awarded a visiting 
Postdoctoral Fellowship at the European University Institute, courtesy of the Australia-European University 
Institute Fellowship Association.

DR RON HOENIG

Ron Hoenig is a lecturer and tutor in Journalism at the University of South Australia. He recently completed a PhD 
in Journalism and Cultural Studies with his thesis entitled Reading alien lips: Australian press depiction of lip 
sewing by asylum seekers and the construction of national identity and has written several papers examining 
the treatment by Australian print media of recent asylum seekers. This work brings together his passions about 
writing, multiculturalism and the ethics of depiction of cultural Others. In 2011 he was nominated for a lifetime 
achievement award for his activities in promoting multiculturalism in South Australia.
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DR CHRISTOPHER HOGARTH

Christopher Hogarth is a Lecturer in the School of Communications, International Studies and Languages at the 
University of South Australia, where he teaches French and Literature.  He has also taught Italian at the Istituto 
Dante of Adelaide.  He holds degrees in Modern languages and Comparative literature from Northwestern 
University (USA) and the University of Bath (UK).  He has published widely on the theme of migration, especially 
pertaining to literary works by writers from France, Italy and Senegal.  He recently published an article on 
migration in the work of Australian writer Maxine Beneba Clarke. 

EMERITUS PROFESSOR ROBERT HOLTON

Robert Holton is Emeritus Professor of Sociology at Trinity College, Dublin, and Fellow of the Academy of the 
Social Sciences in Australia. He is author of major studies of globalization, cosmopolitanism, immigration and 
multiculturalism. He has worked in Scotland, Australia, and Ireland. His most recent books include Global Finance 
(2013), and Global Inequalities (2015). He is currently researching the impact of robotics and artificial intelligence 
on economic change and social cohesion. 

DR ERIC L  HSU

Eric L. Hsu is a Lecturer at the Hawke Research Institute and in the School of Communications, International 
Studies, and Languages at the University of South Australia. His primary research interests are located in the 
sociology of sleep, disasters research, and in the sociological study of time, especially on the issue of social 
acceleration. He is co-editor of The Consequences of Global Disasters (Routledge, 2016) and his work has recently 
appeared in Sociology, Time & Society, and the Journal for the Theory of Social Behaviour.

PROFESSOR KEITH JACOBS

Keith Jacobs is a Professor of Sociology and an ARC Future Fellow. He is the author of over 60 articles and other 
publications, including the monographs Experience and Migration: Contemporary Perspectives on Migration in 
Australia (2011) and House, Home and Society (co-authored with Rowland Atkinson (2016). Keith is a member of 
the editorial board of Housing Studies and the international advisory boards of Housing Theory and Society and 
International Journal of Housing Policy.  He is currently a commissioning editor with Ray Forrest and Janet Smith 
for a new series titled ‘Explorations in Housing Studies’ to be published by Routledge.



DR KATRINA JAWORSKI

Dr Katrina Jaworski is a Senior Lecturer in Cultural Studies at the School of Communication, International Studies 
and Languages at the University of South Australia. In 2014, she published her first monograph entitled, The 
Gender of Suicide: Knowledge Production, Theory and Suicidology (Ashgate/Routledge, UK). Her work on suicide 
specifically and death and dying more broadly has appeared in journals such as Cultural Critique, Feminist Media 
Studies, Social Identities, African Identities, Continuum and Australian Feminist Studies and so on. With Associate 
Professor Lia Bryant (UniSA), she is the editor of a collection entitled, Women Supervising and Writing Doctoral 
Dissertations: Walking on the Grass (2015, Lexington, US). 

PROFESSOR SUSAN LUCKMAN

Susan Luckman is Professor of Cultural Studies in the School of Communication, International Studies and 
Languages and Associate Director: Research and Programs of the Hawke EU Centre for Mobilities, Migrations and 
Cultural Transformations at the University of South Australia. Susan is an interdisciplinary cultural studies scholar 
whose research examines creative and cultural industries, cultural work and social inclusion, digital media, and 
creative micro-enterprise. Recent Books include Craft and the Creative Economy (Palgrave Macmillan 2015); 
Locating Cultural Work: The Politics and Poetics of Rural, Regional and Remote Creativity (Palgrave Macmillan 
2012); and co-editor Sonic Synergies: Music, Identity, Technology and Community (Ashgate 2008).

DR SHEPARD MASOCHA

Shepard Masocha is a Lecturer in Social Work in the School of Psychology, Social Work and Social Policy at the 
University of South Australia. His research explores the ways in which social workers enact their discourses in 
everyday practice through language use taking into cognisance that these local meanings are situated in wider 
discourses. His current research focuses on the critical study of social work with ethnic minorities, immigrants and 
asylum seekers, and the intersecting discourses of race, racism, culture and social citizenship.

DR KATE MCMILLAN

Kate McMillan is a Senior Lecturer in the Political Science and International Relations Programme at Victoria 
University of Wellington, New Zealand. She publishes and teaches in the fields of immigration politics and media 
politics. Her most recent publications have been on non-citizen voting rights in New Zealand, and the rights of 
New Zealand migrants in Australia.
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DR LEANDRIT MEHMETI

Leandrit Mehmeti is completing his PhD at the University of South Australia. His main research interests include 
EU integration policies, nationalism, security studies and the politics in the Balkans. He is the co-editor of the 
forthcoming edited volume on Kosovo and Serbia relationship.

DR ANTHONY MORAN

Anthony Moran is a senior lecturer in Sociology at La Trobe University Australia. He is the author of Australia: 
Nation, Belonging and Globalization (Routledge, 2005), and the co-author (with Judith Brett) of Ordinary 
People’s Politics (Pluto Press Australia, 2006). In 2015 he conducted a study, commissioned by the Victorian 
Multiculturalism Commission, on multiculturalism and social cohesion in two regional Victorian towns, published 
as Understanding Social Cohesion in Shepparton and Mildura: Final Report (Victorian Multicultural Commission, 
2015). His new book is The Public Life of Australian Multiculturalism (Palgrave Macmillan, in press, 2017). He has 
published journal articles on race, ethnicity, nationalism, multiculturalism, cosmopolitanism and indigenous/
settler politics and relations.

PROFESSOR KLAUS NEUMANN

Klaus Neumann is professor of history at Swinburne University of Technology, Australia. He has written extensively 
on Papua New Guinean, New Zealand, Australian and German history, politics and cultures, including most 
recently the co-edited volume Historical Justice and Memory (University of Wisconsin Press, 2015, with Janna 
Thompson) and the monograph Across the Seas: Australia’s Response to Refugees (Black Inc., 2015). He is 
currently working on a history of the right to asylum, and on Germany’s response to refugees after reunification. 
He is a regular contributor to Inside Story, where he writes frequently about refugee issues in Australasia and 
Europe.

HON GRACE PORTOLESI

Grace Portolesi is the first woman to hold the position of Chair of the South Australian Multicultural and Ethnic 
Affairs Commission assuming the role on 1 September 2014. Grace served in the South Australian Parliament from 
2006 – 2014 representing the electorate of Hartley in Adelaide Eastern suburbs. In 2009, Grace was appointed 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Attorney General, Minister for Justice and Minister for Multicultural Affairs. The 
following year she was appointed Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation, Multicultural Affairs, Youth and 
Volunteers. She later held the Education and Childhood Development portfolio before moving on to be Minister 
for Further Education, Employment, Science and Technology.



DR DAVID RADFORD 

Dr David Radford is a Lecturer in the School of Communication, International Studies and Languages at the 
University of South Australia. He is a Platform Leader for the Superdiversity and Human Rights Work Package in 
the Hawke EU Centre for Mobilities, Migrations and Cultural Transformations and presently research migration, 
interculturality, and refugees in regional Australia. He emphasises the importance of investigating the micro or 
everyday lived experiences of migration and interculturality while drawing on macro factors impacting these 
experiences. My most recent publication is ‘Everyday otherness: Intercultural refugee encounters and everyday 
multiculturalism in a rural South Australia town’ in the Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies (2016).

PROFESSOR ALEX REILLY

Alex Reilly is the Deputy Dean of the Law School and the Director of the Public Law and Policy Research Unit at 
the University of Adelaide. Alex is a member of the board of the Refugee Advocacy Service of South Australia. Alex 
Reilly teaches and researches in the area of migration and refugee law and policy, citizenship, constitutional law, 
and Indigenous legal issues. 

BARONESS JANET ROYALL OF BLAISDON PC 

Baroness Janet Royall of Blaisdon PC was Leader of the House of Lords and a member of the British Cabinet 
under UK Prime Minister Gordon Brown’s Administration. As Leader of the Lords (2008-2010), she held the titles 
of Lord President of the Council and Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster. She has been strongly committed to 
the advancement of the European project, and has served as Secretary General of the British Labour Group in the 
European Parliament and as Head of the European Commission Office in Wales.

MR JASON RUSSO

Jason Russo is the Chief Economist based at the Department of Immigration and Border Protection, where he 
oversees the research programme. Prior to his current role he was Assistant Secretary for G20 Policy at the 
Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet, where he played a leading role in Australia’s preparations for five 
G20 Summits. He previously led the economic analysis and research team at the Australian Bureau of Statistics 
and spent several years with The Australian Treasury as an economist. He has played an active role in graduate 
recruitment and capability development in the public service. 
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DR BRUNO SCHOLL

Bruno Scholl is the Political Counsellor at the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and Deputy to 
the EU Ambassador.  He took up this position in July 2013.  Prior to that he was the European Correspondent 
of the European External Action Service of the European Union working with the EEAS Policy Coordination 
Division.  Before joining the EEAS, Dr Scholl worked as the Political Advisor of the Director-General for Politico-
Military Affairs within the Secretariat of the Council of the European Union and also as the Desk Officer in the EU 
Departments of the German Federal Foreign Office and Federal Ministry of Finance in Berlin. Dr Scholl speaks 
German, English and French.

DR HANNAH SOONG

Hannah Soong is a lecturer at University of South Australia and a sociologist in education. Her areas of expertise 
lie in the sociological study of the nexus between migration and education. She has a specialised interest in the 
effect of social imagination on student-migrant mobility, transnational family migration and identity issues. In 
recognition of her research, she has been awarded 2015 Endeavour Cheung Kong Fellowship and Social Science 
Hawke Fellowship. Her first-single authored book was published in late 2015 entitled Transnational students and 
mobilities: Lived experience of migration. 

MS ELENA SPASOVSKA

Elena Spasovska is a PhD candidate at the University of South Australia. The title of her thesis is “Women’s 
Organisations and Sustainable Peace within Ethnically Diverse Communities in the Republic of Macedonia” and 
explores women’s potential to contribute to sustainable peace through inter-ethnic alliances across different 
ethnic lines. She has conducted research and published in the field of women and gender, migration, peace, 
human rights, conflict and inter-ethnic dialogue. She has recently acquired strong interest in social movements 
and non-violent struggle as tools for social change and she is planning to focus more on exploring this topic as 
well. 

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR GWENDA TAVAN

Gwenda Tavan is Associate Professor and Head of Politics and Philosophy at La Trobe University, Melbourne. Her 
research and teaching interests include Australian political institutions and culture, the politics and history of 
immigration in Australian and international contexts, political communication and leadership studies. She has 
published several articles, book chapters and two edited volumes. Her best-known work is the award-winning 
The Long, Slow Death of White Australia (Scribe, 2005). She is currently completing a biography of Australia’s 
first Immigration Minister, Arthur Calwell and has also commenced a project on the political history of the 
Commonwealth Immigration Department.



MS CARLA WILSHIRE 

Carla Wilshire is the CEO of the Migration Council Australia (MCA) – Australia’s national research and policy 
institution on migration, settlement and social cohesion. Carla has a background in policy development, 
corporate governance and tertiary research. Throughout her career in public policy, she has worked as a public 
servant and advisor to Government, principally in the area of migration and resettlement. Prior to establishing the 
MCA, she was Chief of Staff to the Minister for Multicultural Affairs. Carla is a member of the Judicial Council on 
Cultural Diversity, the National Anti-racism Strategy and co-founded the Friendly Nation Initiative. 

MS KYRA WOOD

Kyra Wood is currently completing a PhD, the focus of which is Collaborative Urban Design for Stakeholder 
Engagement in World Cultural Heritage Conservation in Hue, Vietnam. After completing Bachelor degrees in 
architecture and design she achieved architectural registration (although her registration is currently inactive) 
and practiced as an architect before beginning her PhD. Kyra received a Mawson Lakes Fellowship to undertake 
postgraduate study at the University of Waseda in Tokyo. She has lived for extended periods in Japan, Vietnam, 
China and Germany, as well as travelling to many other parts of the world. 

PROFESSOR SAMINA YASMEEN

Samina Yasmeen AM is a specialist in political and strategic development in South Asia and the role of Islam 
in world politics. She has published articles on the position of Pakistani and Middle Eastern women, the role of 
Muslims in Australia, and India–Pakistan relations. Her current research focuses on the role of Islamic groups in 
Pakistan’s foreign policy. On Australian and international media, she is a regular commentator on issues relating 
to Islam, Pakistan, and Muslim immigrants in Pakistan.
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