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Thomas Foods International began operations in 1988. The business has grown and 
developed, and today’s annual revenue is in excess of $1 billion. Thomas Foods International 
is Australia’s largest 100% family owned meat processing company. The business prides its 
self on its heritage and maintains strong family values while providing leadership and vision 
to future candidates. This vision has recently been extended to helping develop the next 
generation of food professionals and technicians in a partnership project with the University 
of South Australia and South Australian Government.  The Teaching for Tomorrow project is 
a pilot initiative to support trainee teachers to better understand the application of science, 
technology, engineering and maths (STEM) skills in the workplace.   
  
Final year Food and Textile Technologies teacher trainee Bianca Cameron said “In an ever 
changing business environment it is important for educators to understand what skills are 
critical in today's workplaces.” Food and Textile Technologies student Caroline Beven said 
“Having the opportunity to witness food production and marketing processes and to 
understand the challenges that industries face in meeting the changing needs and tastes of 
the consumer was a valuable learning opportunity”.   
  
To demonstrate what trainee teachers had learnt during their visits to the industry, an 
interactive timeline poster was created. The poster represented the history of the meat 
industry with a focus on ‘plate to paddock’. The use of QR codes enabled the viewer to seek 
further information. The poster also provided opportunities for the viewer to explore the 
career pathways that are associated with this food industry. The poster was presented at a 
key stakeholder meeting to support an understanding of the ‘meat supply chain’. The trainee 
teachers involved in this project have continued their association with Thomas Foods as they 
contribute to the development and trialling of new educational resources for schools.   
 
Program Director at University of South Australia, Dr Denise MacGregor said “being able to 
establish and maintain relationships between companies like Thomas Foods and education 
providers is a positive step forward to provide relevant education for younger Australians 
entering a dynamic workforce”.  
 
 


