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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

 

What is MERC? 
MERC stands for Mechatronic Engineering & Robotics Club, a club setup to foster the 
creative potential of students. This is achieved by providing various resources that 

allow students to design and build their own projects as well as projects presented 
to the club by the University of South Australia and industry. MERC provides a venue 
for students to interact and share ideas increasing their social, extra-curricular 

experience. 
 
 

How can I become a part of MERC? 
MERC membership can be achieved via filling out an application form which can be 
obtained by emailing MERC at schengmerc@unisa.edu.au or by going to the clubs’ 

website at http://www.unisa.edu.au/merc. The application, once submitted, is then 
assessed by the committee members and requires a majority vote of acceptance for 
the application to be successful. Both students and staff members from any school 

within the University of South Australia are eligible for membership. 
 
 

What is required to maintain my membership with MERC? 
All memberships are valid for that calendar year only, and as such every member 
must reapply for membership for the following year. It is also expected that all 

MERC members attend at least every second club meeting, with meetings held 
monthly. Failure to do this will bring a member into bad standing with the club. 

 
 
Are there any fees for being a member of MERC? 

There are no fees to be a part of MERC. We, as a club, are funded via multiple 
sources, including the University’s marketing department, the School of Engineering, 
and various grants. However; you may be asked periodically to donate your time to 

events that are sponsored by these sources, such as Science Alive, Open Day and 
other University of South Australia sponsored events. 
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What events are MERC involved in? 
MERC is involved in a number of events that the University holds throughout the 

calendar year. The club generally has a display at these events to showcase some of 
the projects that MERC has either already completed, or is currently developing. 
 

Members are encouraged to help out at events where they can to show their support 
for the club and help show off MERC’s toys. 
 

 
What facilities are available within the MERC clubroom? 

MERC currently has three rooms within the SCT building at the Mawson Lakes 
Campus. These are: MERC’s main clubroom/study room; a general purpose project 
room; and a dedicated soldering lab. The clubroom has a fridge and microwave for 

use only by MERC members, as well as a television and multiple desks for quiet 
study. We also have two desktop computers that have the majority of relevant 
software installed such as MATLAB, SolidWorks, Altium Designer, Arduino IDE, NI 

LabView, NI Multisim, Microsoft Visual Studio, Python and more. If members require 
software that is not installed, we can organise this providing the correct licensing is 
available. 

 
The general purpose project room contains a variety of tools, benches and a large 
amount of space to work on projects. The soldering lab has soldering equipment and 

test equipment, as well as a commercial grade fume extraction system. 
 
 

How do I gain access to all the relevant MERC forms? 
MERC has a Dropbox folder that contains all the forms and information for members. 
If you have a Dropbox account and are an approved member and you would like 

access to the MERC folder, please email the club at schengmerc@unisa.edu.au. If 
you do not have Dropbox you will need to email the club or approach one of the 

committee members about obtaining the forms that you require. Information about 
Dropbox can be found at www.dropbox.com. 
 

 
How do I go about obtaining and using MERC funds for a project? 
To obtain funding to undertake a project via MERC, members must write up and 

submit a project proposal for consideration by the committee members based on the 
suitability of the project to the aims of MERC. The club has a standardised project 
proposal form to make the process easier and to clearly outline all the information 

we require. All funding is handled by the MERC Treasurer and the School of 
Engineering Finance Admin Team, and correct procedures must be followed when 
using funds for a project. Do note that funds will never be transferred to or directly 

accessible by a Project Leader. 
 
Members can locate the relevant forms/information within the Dropbox folder, or by 

contacting the committee members at schengmerc@unisa.edu.au. 
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How do I obtain access to the MERC clubroom? 
Access is only given to MERC members. Once your membership has been approved, 

you will be approached by one of the committee members about obtaining the 
correct forms needed to have clubroom access added to your student ID card. If you 
would like access sooner, you can approach one of the committee members about 

obtaining the forms. 
 
Once the forms are filled out and signed off by the relevant staff member(s) (the 

committee members handle this for you), you take them to Security and they will 
add the access to your student ID card. Once that is done, you will have extended 

hour’s access to both the MERC clubrooms (SCT1-38, SCT1-23B and SCT1-39B) and 
the SCT building. 
 
 

Once I have access, can I use the room straight away? 
Before being granted access to the clubroom you must first complete the WHS 

induction. You are not permitted to do any work whatsoever in the MERC clubroom 
until this has been completed. Doing so, you absolve MERC and the University of all 
legal obligations towards your health and safety. This can be organised via one of 

the committee members, and it involves: a tour of the MERC rooms and the SCT 
building; a walkthrough of all the relevant operating procedures; and a general 
outline of what is expected of all members. This typically takes approximately 30 

minutes to complete. 
 
 

What are the extended hours of access to the MERC clubroom? 
Currently, the extended access hours to the MERC clubroom (and subsequently the 
SCT building) are: 8:00am to 9:00pm from Monday to Friday; and 8:00am to 

6:00pm on Saturdays. No access on Sunday is available. 
 
 

 
 
If you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact MERC at 

schengmerc@unisa.edu.au and we will get back to you ASAP. 
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